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BIOGRAPHIES OF STANDING COMMITTEE NOMINEES 
*Indicates that this nominee is a current Standing Committee Member of IB Schools Australasia 

 
6 nominations have been received for 3 vacancies.   
 
Australian Capital Territory Nominees 

Fiona Godfrey* 
Principal, Radford College 

Member School’s IB Programmes: PYP, DP 

• Current Treasurer of IB Schools Australasia 
• Standing Committee member of IB Schools Australasia (2017 – present) 

 
 

Fiona Godfrey is currently the Principal of Radford College, 
an Anglican, co-educational school of almost 2100 students, 
located in Canberra. The College offers both the IB PYP and 
the IB DP. Prior to joining Radford in 2014, Fiona was 
Principal of St Peter’s Girls’ School in Adelaide for six years, 
which also offers both the IB PYP and the IB DP. 
 
Fiona holds a Bachelor of Science, a Diploma of Education, 
a Masters in Educational Management and is a Graduate of 
the Australian Institute of Company Directors. 

 
In addition to being Secretary of IBSA and being a member of the Standing Committee, 
Fiona is on the Management Committee of Anglican Schools Australia, having previously 
held the position of President. She is also on the Board of the Association of Independent 
Schools NSW (AIS NSW), on the Board and Executive of Association of Independent 
Schools ACT (AIS ACT), and was a Director of the Association of Independent Schools of 
South Australia (AISSA). 
  
Fiona is used to ‘leading the way’. She was the first female appointed to the position of 
Principal of Radford College, and in 1989, she was the first female to be appointed Head of 
Science at St Kevin’s College, a large and highly regarded Catholic boys’ school in 
Melbourne.  Other significant positions include Head of House at Westbourne Grammar 
School, a co-educational school in Melbourne, from 1998-2002, and Deputy Principal first 
at Fintona Girls’ School and then at Canberra Girls’ Grammar School between 2003 and 
2007.  In 2011, she was the recipient of the South Australian Business Woman of the Year, 
Community and Government Award. 
 
 
New South Wales Nominees 

Nick Jolly* 

Director of Academics and Deputy Head of Senior School, Cranbrook 

Member School IB Programme/s: PYP, MYP, DP 

• 10 years+ working in IB schools 
• Has served in MYP Coordinator and DP Coordinator roles 
• Standing Committee Member of IB Schools Australasia (2019 – present) 

 
Nick Jolly has had 10+ years of experience working in IB 
schools. He has previously spent 4 years at the Australian 
International School (AIS), Singapore as Curriculum 
Coordinator. AIS offered the PYP, MYP and DP. Nick is currently 
in his fifth year as Director of Academics and Deputy Head of 
Senior School at Cranbrook School in Sydney. Cranbrook offers 
the PYP, MYP, DP . Cranbrook is one of 6 continuum schools in 
NSW. 
 
Nick has served as the MYP Coordinator and DP Coordinator. 
He has successfully overseen the MYP and DP verification 
processes at Cranbrook. Nick has attended numerous IB 
professional develop workshops and conferences, including 
attending the last three Asia Pacific Global Conferences. 
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Nick has a passion for IB programmes and was recently asked to write an article for the 
Sydney Morning Herald on the merits of an IB education.  It is his view that the skills and 
values students develop through an IB education will provide them with the best possible 
foundation from which to confidently navigate the world beyond Year 12. 
 

Paul Apostolou 

Deputy Principal (K-12); IB Diploma Coordinator, Head of Teaching and Learning 

Member School IB Programme/s: PYP, MYP, DP 

• Current IB EN Evaluation and Programme Leader and Workshop Leader 
• Diverse leadership, programme coordination and implementation, and teaching-

learning experience in Australian and international (IB and non-IB) schools 
• Educational qualifications in: Master of Education and Master of Applied linguistics 

 
Paul is currently Deputy Principal (K-12) and IB Diploma 
Programme Coordinator at Australian International Academy of 
Education Kellyville, an independent, faith-based IB Continuum 
School in Sydney, AUSTRALIA. Since 2014, he has led the 
authorisation, evaluation and implementation of the IB 
Programmes and NESA registration and accreditation across the 
entire school. He currently teaches the IB Diploma Language and 
literature English course. He has also taught English language and 
literature and Individual and societies in the IB MYP, Years 7-10 
NESA Australian Curriculum, the NESA Year 11 Preliminary HSC and 
Year 12 HSC English Standard and Advanced courses. Paul’s 
teaching areas include: Language & literature: English, Language 
acquisition: English and Japanese, and Individuals and societies. 
 
For the past 24 years, Paul has taught in Australian and 
international schools stemming from regional and national, 

independent and public, comprehensive and selective, single-sex and co-educational, 
secular and faith-based and also university educational contexts. From 2009, Paul worked 
as IB MYP Coordinator where he helped in the authorization and implemention of the MYP 
and Diploma Programmes at one of the first independent national K-12 schools in Japan.  
 
Paul has been actively involved in the IB Community since 2009 as an IB EN Workshop 
leader, Consultant, School visiting team leader and member. With the update of the new IB 
Standards and Practices, he recently completed upskilling as an IB EN Evaluation and 
Programme leader. Accordingly, Paul has also been part of the MYP Language and literature 
and language acquisition curriculum reviews, and MYP Language pilot programmes in 
Japan. 
 
These diverse educational opportunities have provided him with vast experience in 
educational leadership, programme coordination and implementation, evaluation and 
development, and effective integrated teaching-learning focused on student inquiry, action 
and international-mindedness. 
Mr Apostolou is a valuable, reliable and efficient leader who possesses excellent leadership 
skills, great knowledge of and passion for the IB Programmes and will make valuable 
contributions if elected to the Standing Committee 2021-2023. 
 
Queensland Nominees 
 

Karen Abraham* 

Deputy Principal, Cleveland District State High School 

Member School IB Programme/s: DP 

• Standing Committee member of IB Schools Australasia (2017 – present) 
• Active member of the Queensland Heads of School and the IB Co-ordinator’s 

Network 
• As a direct result of this advocacy and the strong partnership that has developed, 

Karen’s work with Griffith University has prompted the introduction of the IB 
Safety Net as well as an expansion of their IB Guaranteed Admission Scheme 
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Karen is currently the Deputy Principal at Cleveland District State High 
School, an Independent Public School situated on Brisbane’s 
bayside.  During her 30 years with Education Queensland, Karen has 
taught in early childhood, primary and secondary schools in rural and 
regional settings as well as metropolitan Brisbane.  She has also held 
the position of Head of Department, Senior Schooling. 
 
Karen is a passionate advocate for the IB and values the global and 
critical thinking it promotes in students.  As an IB World School, 
Cleveland High provides a wealth of opportunities for students and 
staff and in her role in the executive leadership of the school, Karen is 
at the forefront of strategic and operational planning.  
 
As an active member of the Queensland Heads of School and the IB 

Co-ordinator’s Network, Karen has forged strong links with other schools and universities 
as she strives to promote the value of an IB education for all students.  As a direct result 
of this advocacy and the strong partnership that has developed, Karen’s work with Griffith 
University has prompted the introduction of the IB Safety Net as well as an expansion of 
their IB Guaranteed Admission Scheme https://www.griffith.edu.au/apply/undergraduate-
study/international-baccalaureate-diploma.  Both of these initiatives by Griffith University 
reflect the strong understanding the university has of the skills and capabilities IB 
graduates possess with makes them excellent candidates for their courses.  
 
Queensland is a growth area for the IB Diploma Programme with a rapidly growing 
number of schools seeking authorisation and Karen views membership of the IB Schools 
Australasia Standing Committee as a way to continue her advocacy and broaden her 
knowledge and experience as an IB educator and leader. 
 

Tanya Haggarty 

Deputy Principal Academic, Queensland Academy for Science, Mathematics and 
Technology 

Member School IB Programme/s: MYP, DP 

• Very experienced educator with 14 years’ experience in teaching and leading the IB 
Diploma Programme and 5 years’ experience in leading the IB Middle Years 
Programme, have participated in a range of IB workshops and training including 
DP Coordinator and MYP Head of School/Coordinator 

• As Deputy Principal, led our MYP Coordinator through a highly successful 
candidacy and authorisation of the IB MYP with the introduction of Years 7 to 9 at 
our school; and led the DP Coordinators through two five-year evaluations and the 
successful implementation of the DP for six years, including through the recent 
COVID adjustments 

• High level of expertise in curriculum and assessment development and 
implementation through senior leadership of International Baccalaureate programs 
and Queensland Curriculum and Assessment Authority project officer experience 
 

 
Tanya Haggarty is an experienced educator with thirty years’ 
experience across a range of educational settings, including secondary 
and tertiary institutions and curriculum authorities. My passion is in 
curriculum and assessment developed through my work as a project 
officer with the Queensland Curriculum and Assessment Authority. 
Over ten years’ experience with implementation of the International 
Baccalaureate has enhanced this passion. initially as a Biology teacher 
and subsequently as Head of Department – Sciences and more 

recently as Deputy Principal at Queensland Academy for Science Mathematics and 
Technology, an exclusively IB World School and also Queensland’s top performing school. 
As Deputy Principal I lead the IB MYP and DP Coordinators to ensure we provide an IB 
education for all our students that exceeds the expectations of the IB.       
 
 

 
Victorian Nominees 

Casper Buisman  

Director of Studies, Melbourne Montessori School 

Member School IB Programme/s: DP 

• IBDP School Leader and Director of Studies 
• Experienced teacher in both Independent and Public IB schools  
• Active member of the IB Educator Network as workshop leader and curriculum 

developer 
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Casper started his teaching career in the Netherlands and joined his 
first IB school offering MYP and DP programmes after moving to 
Adelaide in 2008. Fascinated by the IB philosophy, he worked the 
next 10 years for the SA education department at 
Glenunga International High School.  In 2018 he started his current 
role as DP coordinator and Director of Studies at 
Melbourne Montessori School, leading the implementation of the 
first senior year cohort of the school to graduate the DP in 2020. 
 
Casper is an experienced teacher in DP Mathematics and was a 
member of the IB External Curriculum Review Committee to 
develop the current Group 5 subject guides. As such he was 
also involved in the development of Teacher Support Material 
for the PRC and produced a video on the use of technology in the 

mathematics classroom. Casper is a workshop presenter for Mathematics, ATL and 
Leading the Learning, and a senior examiner for Mathematics. 
 
Casper is motivated by his passion for holistic education and preparing students for 
tertiary education.  IB education is becoming accessible for increasingly diverse student 
cohorts.  Key factors for student success are our ability as leaders to provide inclusivity 
and a commitment to ongoing improvement. 
 
In his spare time Casper likes to make music and spending time with his family of 5. 
 
 
 
 
 


